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F O L L O W  U S :

The BOC has joined with representatives 

from other national professional licensing 

board associations to form a coalition 

in response to a US Supreme Court 

decision affecting regulatory boards. 

The Professional Licensing Coalition 

(PLC) has spearheaded federal efforts 

to eliminate the threat of antitrust 

liability from regulatory boards and their 

members when they are acting in their 

official capacity. In its 2015 ruling on 

North Carolina State Board of Dental 

Examiners v. Federal Trade Commission, 

the Supreme Court said state licensing 

boards composed of market participants 

do not necessarily have immunity from 

antitrust laws.

The PLC’s strategy is to amend the 

1984 Local Government Anti-Trust 

Act to include state regulatory boards. 
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BOC Joins Coalition to Address 
Antitrust Liability for Boards

Professional Licensing 
Coalition Members

American Association of Veterinary 

State Boards (AAVSB)

Association of Social Work Boards 

(ASWB)

Association of State & Provincial 

Psychology Boards (ASPPB)

Board of Certification for the Athletic 

Trainer (BOC)

Council of Landscape Architectural 

Registration Boards (CLARB)

Federation of Associations of 

Regulatory Boards (FARB)

Federation of State Boards of Physical 

Therapy (FSBPT)

Federation of State Medical Boards 

(FSMB)

National Association of State Boards 

of Accountancy (NASBA)

National Board for Certification in 

Occupational Therapy (NBCOT)

National Council of Architectural 

Registration Boards (NCARB) 

(Continued on Page 3)

http://www.bocatc.org/images/stories/multiple_references/regulatory_update_spring15.pdf
http://www.bocatc.org/images/stories/multiple_references/regulatory_update_spring15.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/user/BoardOfCertification
https://twitter.com/bocatc
http://www.bocatc.org/blog/
http://www.pinterest.com/bocatc/
https://www.facebook.com/125928157447710
http://linkd.in/1tDly59
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BOC NEWS In BrIef
Annual Exam Report

The annual exam report for the BOC’s 

2015-2016 testing year has been 

posted on the BOC website. 

Regulatory Network

News affecting Athletic Trainer regulation 

happens every day. Are you up to speed 

on changes at the state and federal 

level? 

The BOC State Regulatory Network 

collects news and provides a space 

for discussion among peers in the 

regulatory community. Don’t miss it. Sign 

up or log in today!

Disciplinary Action Exchange

The Disciplinary Action Exchange (DAE) 

helps the BOC, states and consumers 

locate disciplinary actions in an efficient 

manner. The BOC posts all public 

disciplinary actions that have been 

deemed public.  

We strongly encourage you to 

participate in the exchange. You can 

submit disciplinary actions via the online 

submission form, under the “Links” 

section of the State Regulatory Network 

home page.   

Get the Word Out

Let us help you get the word out on 

important announcements you have for 

ATs. The BOC can post announcements 

on our website or in Cert Update, a 

biannual newsletter for ATs.

 

Read more:

•	 BOC Website

•	 Cert Update

Calendar of 
events

41st Annual Federation of 

Associations of Regulatory 

Board (FARB) Forum

January 26-29, 2017

San Antonio, Texas

www.FARB.org

 

NATA Clinical Symposia & AT 

Expo

June 26-29, 2017

Houston, Texas

www.NATA.org

 

BOC Athletic Trainer 

Regulatory Conference

July 14-15, 2017

Omaha, Nebraska

www.bocatc.org/state-regulation/

state-regulatory-conference

 

Council on Licensure, 

Enforcement and Regulation 

(CLEAR) Annual Education 

Conference

September 13-16, 2017

Denver, Colorado

www.CLEARhq.org

state regulatory NEWS

The Commission on Accreditation of 

Athletic Training Education (CAATE) 

recently closed public comment periods 

regarding proposed Operational and 

Curricular Content Standards. CAATE 

committees are now reviewing the many 

comments submitted and, if necessary, 

will make the appropriate modifications 

to the proposed Standards. 

The Operational Standards, once 

adopted, will apply only to professional 

programs at the master’s degree level. 

The Curricular Content Standards, once 

revised and adopted, will comprise the 

new content that must be taught in all 

professional programs. 

 

If an additional open comment period 

is warranted, the BOC will post the 

information on the BOC Regulatory 

Network.  

 

Please visit the CAATE’s website, www.

caate.net, for more information.

COLORADO 

A bill reinstating Athletic Trainer regulation was signed into 

law in June. SB161 restored regulatory authority of ATs to the 

director of the Division of Professions and Occupations in 

the Department of Regulatory Agencies. The law was passed 

after the Colorado General Assembly, in 2015, did not enact 

legislation to continue the director’s regulatory authority, 

thereby repealing regulation of ATs.

SB161 reinstates the director’s authority in this area. Athletic 

Trainers are required to obtain a registration from the director 

in order to practice athletic training in Colorado. The bill 

restores the “Athletic Trainer Practice Act,” as it existed on 

June 30, 2015, with a few changes.

NORTH DAkOTA

The North Dakota Board of Athletic Trainers (NDBAT) has 

partnered with the BOC to develop online systems for North 

Dakota licensees and the public. Services include:

•	 2016 Renewal Applications - ATs licensed in North 

Dakota renewed their North Dakota license using BOC 

Central™ (an online system ATs use to maintain their 

BOC certification). The BOC will perform the same 

service in 2017

•	 Online Registry - The BOC developed an online 

registry so that anyone can check the status of a North 

Dakota licensed AT

•	 New License Applications - ATs looking to be licensed 

for the first time in North Dakota now complete the initial 

license application using BOC Central™

 

Brad Reed, Secretary/Treasurer for the NDBAT, said the 

board has received only positive feedback about the new 

system.  

The BOC staff “has been nothing but professional, helpful 

and very hardworking ... I wish everyone I worked with was 

this great, being treated like a person and not as a number, my 

hat’s off to you,” Reed said. “Thank you for a job well done.”

 

If you are interested in learning more about what the BOC can 

do for you, please contact Shannon Fleming at ShannonF@

bocatc.org.  

WASHINGTON

Notice on Continuing Education

Athletic Trainers are now required to complete 50 hours of 

continuing education every 2 years. 

BOC Executive Director Denise Fandel is 

serving as the BOC’s representative to the 

coalition to help shape legislation that will 

protect those who serve on state boards 

from potential litigation.

The BOC will provide updates from the 

coalition as they become available.

For Further reading

• “SCOTUS Denies Boards Antitrust Immunity,” Regulatory Update

• “Opinion analysis: No antitrust immunity for professional licensing 

boards,” SCOTUSblog

• “The Federation of Associations of Regulatory Boards Publishes Model 

for Identifying and Addressing Antitrust Issues,” FARB

BOC Joins Coalition (Continued from Page 1)

New CAATE Standards Under Review

http://www.bocatc.org/resources/exam-reports
http://boc.hoop.la/
http://boc.hoop.la/login
http://boc.hoop.la/login
http://www.bocatc.org/state-regulation/disciplinary-action-exchange
http://www.bocatc.org/dae-form
http://www.bocatc.org/dae-form
http://www.bocatc.org/state-regulation/state-regulatory-news
http://www.bocatc.org/news-publication/cert-update
http://www.FARB.org
http://www.NATA.org
www.bocatc.org/state-regulation/state-regulatory-conference
www.bocatc.org/state-regulation/state-regulatory-conference
www.CLEARhq.org
http://boc.hoop.la/login
http://boc.hoop.la/login
www.caate.net
www.caate.net
https://at.bocatc.org/credentials/nd_license/public_search
http://www.bocatc.org/boccentral
mailto:ShannonF%40bocatc.org?subject=
mailto:ShannonF%40bocatc.org?subject=
www.bocatc.org/ru-sp15
www.bocatc.org/ru-sp15
http://bit.ly/1MUGP2Y
http://bit.ly/2d7CEYF
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State
Renewal 

Fee

Renewal 

Cycle

BOC Certification 

Required to 

Renew

CE Required CE Amount

Accept BOC 

Certification 

to Renew

Alaska  Biennial X X   

Alabama $75 Annual  X 26/year X

Arkansas $50 Annual  X Prescribed by the 

BOC

X

Arizona $175 Annual  X 15/year X

California       

Colorado $155 Biannual     

Connecticut $200 Annual X    

District of 

Columbia

      

Delaware  Biennial  X 3.0(30 hours)/2 

years

 

Florida $130 Biennial  X 24/2 years X

Georgia $100 Biennial  X 40/2 years  

Hawaii  Triennial X    

Iowa $120 Biennial  X 50/2 years X

Idaho $90 Annual  X BOC or 80/3 years X

Illinois $100 Biennial  X 40/2 years  

Indiana $50 Biennial  X 50/2 years  

Kansas $67 Annual  X 20/year  

State
Renewal 

Fee

Renewal 

Cycle

BOC Certification 

Required to 

Renew

CE Required CE Amount

Accept BOC 

Certification 

to Renew

Kentucky $50 Triennial  X 60/3 years  

Louisiana $100 Annual  X 24/2 year  

Massachusetts $68 Biennial X    

Maryland $135 Biennial  X 50/2 years X

Maine $175 Annual X X BOC  

Michigan $600 Triennial  X 80/3years X

Minnesota $100 Annual  X 60/3 years  

Missouri $50 Biennial     

Mississippi $50 Annual  X   

Montana $250 Annual X X Prescribed by BOC  

North Carolina $75 Annual  X 75/3 years  

North Dakota $50 Annual  X 80/3 years or BOC X

Nebraska $117 Biennial  X 25/2 years or BOC X

New Hampshire $110 Biennial X X Current BOC 

certification

 

New Jersey $80 Biennial  X 24/2 years  

New Mexico $165 Annual X X 75/3 years  

Nevada $150 Annual  X   

New York $50 Triennial     

Ohio $80 Biennial  X 25/2 years including 

ethics

 

Oklahoma $55 Annual     

Oregon $225 Annual  X 10/year  

Pennsylvania $37 Biennial  X Prescribed by the 

BOC

 

Rhode Island $62.50 Biennial  X Prescribed by the 

BOC

 

South Carolina $40 Biennial  X 2 courses (choose 

from list)/2 years

 

South Dakota $50 Annual  X 4/3 years (1 CEU = 

10 contact hours)

 

Tennessee $150 Biennial  X 50/2 years  

Texas $250 Biennial  X 40/2 years  

Utah $47 Biennial X    

Virginia $135 Biennial X    

Vermont $200 Biennial X    

Washington $200 Annual  X 50/2 years  

Wisconsin $75 Biennial  X 30/2 years  

West Virginia $75 Biennial     

Wyoming $200 Annual  X 50/2 years or BOC X

The BOC recently conducted research to determine the 

current requirements for Athletic Trainers to renew their 

license or registration in each state. The following table 

provides detail on fees, renewal cycles, BOC certification 

requirements and acceptance, and continuing education  

(CE) requirements.

Maintaining competence is critical to Athletic Trainers, the 

profession and the public. Patients have come to expect that 

a healthcare provider’s license to practice provides assurance 

of their current professional competence. Athletic Trainers 

want to know that their colleagues are competent as well. 

States in red do not have continuing competence 

requirements such as CE or maintaining BOC certification. 

The BOC will work with these states to help them update 

their laws or rules and regulations.

States in green require BOC certification for renewal. This 

is recommended by the BOC as it is most efficient and cost 

effective for Athletic Trainers. The BOC requires continuing 

education to maintain BOC certification. 

Please contact Shannon Fleming, ShannonF@bocatc.org, 

with corrections and updates.

STATE BY STATE: requirements 
for at license or registration renewal

http://www.bocatc.org/ats/maintain-certification
mailto:ShannonF%40bocatc.org?subject=


6   F A L L  2 0 1 6

R E G U L A T O R Y  U P D A T E

The Federation of Associations of Regulatory Boards (FARB) recently released the following statement and guidance 

on antitrust issues for state professional licensing boards. The FARB Model for Identifying and Addressing Antitrust 

Issues appears on the next page. 

 

As an organization that crosses jurisdictional and professional boundaries, FARB is in the unique position to provide 

guidance to the regulatory community. FARB stands behind the importance of professional regulation as a means of 

promoting the health, safety and welfare of the consuming public.

Northbrook, IL - The Federation of Associations of Regulatory Boards (FARB) is pleased to announce the development 

of the FARB Model for Identifying and Addressing Antitrust Issues. The Model provides a reasoned and balanced 

approach to regulation in response to the 2015 Supreme Court of the United States ruling in North Carolina State 

Board of Dental Examiners v. FTC. Legislative and legal responses exceeding those necessary to adequately address 

the issues have emerged, ignoring the foundation of the established administrative regulatory system. Examples 

of legislative responses range from the formation of oversight commissions to altering the board membership. The 

composition of state boards has become the focus of criticism, rather than the underlying nature of the contemplated 

board action.

Supreme Court Ruling

The Supreme Court ruling has prompted varied legal and political reactions including challenges to the basic need 

for an administrative regulatory system; suggested additional bureaucratic layers of government decision makers; and 

modifications to the composition of the regulatory boards. The judicial decision characterized a state regulatory board 

as “non-sovereign” for purposes of applying the immunity principles under the state action doctrine. This state action 

doctrine is a common law defense and provides antitrust immunity to state actors. Based upon the involvement of 

licensees, referred to as “active market participants,” the Supreme Court imposed the two part test generally reserved 

to private actors seeking immunity from antitrust liability. The two part test includes a clearly articulated state policy to 

displace competition and active supervision by the state. In spite of the checks and balances in place to curb self-

serving interests and the existence and application of relevant ethics laws applicable to volunteer state board members, 

the Court found the need for satisfaction of the two prong test and focused on the state oversight requirement.

FARB offers the following Model as a method by which boards may address the concerns in the opinion, balancing 

economic factors and the public protection needs met by an effective and efficient state based licensure system.

 

Federation of Associations of Regulatory Boards (FARB) | 1466 Techny Road | Northbrook, IL 60062  
 Phone: 847-559-FARB (3272) | Fax: 847-714-9796 | E-mail: FARB@FARB.org 

 

 
 

FARB Model for Identifying and Addressing Antitrust Issues 
 

STEP ONE:  Engage legal counsel 
It is strongly recommended that state licensing boards engage and regularly 
involve legal counsel.  Attendance and participation by counsel at all board 
meetings provides ongoing opportunities for counsel to identify, research, 
and advise on important legal consequences to decisions.  It is here where 
counsel can proactively identify board actions and relevant antitrust issues. 

 
STEP TWO:   Determine the scope of the proposed action 
In conjunction with legal counsel, assess whether the proposed board action 
implicates antitrust laws.  Decisions to grant or deny an individual applicant 
a license or pursue administrative prosecution of a licensee generally do not 
constitute anti-competitive behavior.  Adoption of policy positions that may 
affect virtually all practitioners or preclude others from entering the market 
are the types of board actions which should not take place without prior 
assessment of compliance with antitrust laws.   

 
STEP THREE:  Choose the appropriate course of action 
If a decision has potential antitrust implications and the issue is not 
addressed by current statute or rules, state licensing boards can seek the 
necessary oversight to satisfy the second prong of the immunity test.  Such 
oversight can be addressed in one or more of the following options. 

 

OPTION ONE:  Rulemaking 
Subject the licensing board determination to the rulemaking process, which 
involves notice, an opportunity for comment(s), and hearings.  In many 
jurisdictions, legislative and/or executive approval is required before new 
rules are effectuated. Rulemaking involves oversight from multiple 
perspectives.   
 

OPTION TWO:  Declaratory judgement 
Seek a declaratory ruling from a court regarding the encompassing position 
of the licensing board.  The board will be required to substantiate its position 
to justify the entry of a court order.  If successful, the judicial order would 
provide oversight and justification for the proposed action. 

 

OPTION THREE:  Statutory changes 
Provide data to the legislature to stimulate statutory changes to address the 
encompassing issue(s).  To the extent the practice act is in need of and does 
change, the board would clearly be acting under oversight of the legislative 
branch.   

 
 
These options, individually and/or collectively, will involve time, costs, and effort, and may contain some 
uncertainty.  However, such checks and balances provide state oversight while maintaining the expertise 
on the boards to promote effective and efficient public protection legislation.    

Engage 
Counsel

Determine 
Scope

Decide 
Course

Rulemaking

Declaratory 
Judgement

Statutory 
Changes

FARB Publishes Model for Identifying 
And Addressing Antitrust Issues

R E G U L A T O R Y  U P D A T E
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The BOC has published a new version of its practice analysis. 

BOC Practice Analysis, 7th Edition, will become effective for BOC 

exams beginning April 2017 and for continuing education beginning 

January 1, 2018.

 

PA7 identifies essential knowledge and skills for the athletic training 

profession and serves as a blueprint for exam development and 

continuing competence programming.

 

The following supporting documents are available at no cost from 

the BOC website:

•	 Content Outline for PA7

•	 Comparison of PA7 to RD/PA6

•	 How to Use PA7

If you need a full copy of PA7 for regulatory purposes, please 

contact the BOC office via email: ShannonL@bocatc.org. 

New BoC Practice analysis Published

1

Practice 
analysis, 
7th edition

Board of certification, inc.

effective for april 2017 exam and
January 1, 2018 continuing education

Click for more about PA7

The BOC Board of Directors has approved an updated 

version of the BOC Standards of Professional Practice, 

which became effective September 1, 2016. It was 

published in full in the summer edition of Cert Update.

The BOC Standards Committee’s goal was to 

streamline the document with the understanding that the 

Professional Practice and Discipline Committee uses this 

document to determine practice violations. Last updated 

in 2006, the new version aligns with other healthcare 

professions while maintaining its relevance for Athletic 

Trainers.

A public comment period was open in fall 2015. The 

Standards Committee reviewed the feedback and made 

a few modifications. The BOC Standards of Professional 

Practice is reviewed by the BOC Standards Committee 

and recommendations are provided to the BOC Board of 

Directors. The BOC Standards Committee is composed 

of 5 Athletic Trainer members and 1 Public member. 

updated Standards document now available
BOC leaders advocated for Athletic Trainers and student-

athletes during a June visit to Washington D.C. 

BOC Executive Director Denise Fandel and members of the 

BOC Board of Directors spent Capitol Hill Day discussing 

2 proposed pieces of legislation with elected officials. BOC 

leaders urged support of the Sports Medicine Licensure 

Clarity Act and the Secondary School Student Athletes’ Bill of 

Rights. 

The Sports Medicine Licensure Clarity Act would protect 

ATs who provide services for their team in a secondary state. 

Many states do not provide legal protection for ATs who travel 

to another state with an athletic team solely to provide care for 

that team. 

Learn more about the Sports Medicine Licensure Clarity Act, 

or H.R. 921 / S. 689, at the NATA website.

The Secondary School Student Athletes’ Bill of Rights 

addresses the health and safety of youth athletes. Introduced 

in the U.S. House of Representatives in 2013 and in the U.S. 

Senate in 2015, the resolution contains 10 best practices that 

any school in the country can implement to make their student 

athletes safer. It also encourages secondary schools to take 

all available and reasonable efforts to ensure student athlete 

safety. 

Learn more about the Secondary School Student Athletes’ Bill 

of Rights, or H. Res. 72/ S. RES 83, at the NATA website.

The Advisory Panel met in October to discuss and 

develop the 2017 BOC Athletic Trainer Regulatory 

Conference. Conference topics may include deregulation, 

telehealth, portability, board issues and strategic planning. 

More information will be made available by March 2017. 

As in previous years, invitations will be sent to the state 

association and state regulatory agency in each state. The 

BOC will fund up to 2 nights hotel for a representative 

from each state association and state regulatory agency. 

Registration and travel will be the responsibility of the 

attendee. The $250 registration fee will include breakfast, 

lunch and an evening reception on Friday and breakfast on 

Saturday. 

The conference will begin at 8:00am on Friday, July 14, 

and will end at noon on Saturday, July 15.

Board advocates for ats during Capitol Hill day

SAvE THE DATE: BoC regulatory 
Conference to be July 14-15, 2017

http://www.bocatc.org/resources/role-delineation-study-practice-analysis
mailto:ShannonL%40bocatc.org?subject=
http://www.bocatc.org/pa7
http://www.bocatc.org/resources/standards-of-professional-practice
http://www.boc-digital.org/bocatc/summer_2016
https://www.nata.org/advocacy/federal/bills-we-support/sports-medicine-licensure-clarity-act
http://bit.ly/2eByOYc

